                                   Sheldon Peck and His Homestead:

                                   A Chronology of Dates

1776
Jacob Peck, father of Sheldon Peck, serves as a private in the Revolutionary War.

1781
Marriage:  Jacob Peck and Elizabeth Peck.   1/18/1781.

1787
Jacob and Elizabeth move to Cornwall, Vt.  Jacob earns living as a blacksmith.

1797
Birth:  Sheldon, 9th son of Jacob Peck, born in Cornwall.   8/26/1897.

1806
Birth:  Harriet Corey, Sheldon’s future wife born.   1/1/1806.
1820
Earliest known painting by Sheldon Peck.  (Whitney Museum).

1824
Marriage:  Sheldon Peck and Harriet Corey.  Vermont.   9/15/1825.

1825
Birth:  John Peck, 1st son of Sheldon and Harriet.  Vermont.   10/18/1825.

1825
Erie Canal opens.

1827
Birth:  Charles Peck, 2nd son of Sheldon and Harriet.  Burlington, Vt.   5/10/1825.

1828
Family moves to Jordan, N. Y. 

1829
Birth:  George Peck, 3rd son of Sheldon and Harriet.  New York.   3/1/1829.   

1830    Sheldon Peck has completed 24 portrait commissions between 1820 and 1830.

1831    Birth/Death.  Abigail Peck, 4th child born and dies.  New York.  8/24/1831.

1832    Black Hawk War ends.  Native Americans leave Illinois for western reservations.

1832    Illinois Territory land given out in “quarter of a quarter” (40 acres) parcels.

1833    Birth/Death.  Alanson Peck, 5th child of the Pecks, born and dies later.  3/2/1833.

1834    The Churchills sell New York land to Erie Canal and move to Babcock’s Grove.

1835    Birth.  Watson Peck, 6th child of Sheldon Peck.  New York.  (date uncertain).

1836    Sheldon Peck and his family move from NY to Chicago, Ill.  and purchase land.

1837    Birth.  Martha Peck, 7th child and second daughter.  Chicago, Ill.  5/20/1837.

1837    Banks in Chicago fail.  Pecks sell/swap land for team and wagon and head west.

1837    Pecks claim land in Babcock’s Grove, east of the DuPage River.  Tract consists of

            the east half of the northwest quarter of Section 8 in York Township (80 acres, 1/8

            section).

1837    Original one-room building and the wagon shelter family while house is finished. 

1837    Original building survives as west addition to house, the summer kitchen.

1839    Sheldon Peck’s 1 & ½ story timber-framed house is completed after two years.

1839    Birth.  Henry peck, 8th child of Sheldon Peck.  Babcock’s Grove.  11/11/1839.

1840    Sheldon Peck has completed 15 portrait commissions between 1830 and 1840.

1840    1840 census lists Sheldon Peck as a farmer.

1842    Sheldon Peck purchases additional 80 acres of land (1/8 section).  Preemption

            land patent.  Tract consists of the north half of the southwest quarter of Section 8

            and is adjacent to the original claim.  Together, the tracts form a reverse L-shape.

1843    Birth.  Susan Elizabeth Peck, 9th child of Sheldon Peck.  1/18/1843.

1843    Land patent issued to Peck for $100 ($1.25 per acre) signed by Pres. John Tyler.

1843    Peck house used as school for 20 children.  Peck pays salary of teacher Almeda J.

            Powers.
1843    John Peck, Sheldon’s son, given/purchases 20 acres adjoining the Peck 

            Homestead.

1846    Birth.  Abigail Peck, 10th child of Sheldon Peck.  Babcock’s Grove.  1/10/1846.

1848    Birth.  Sanford Peck, 11th child of Sheldon Peck.  Babcock’s Grove.  8/13/1848.

1848    First train, Galena and Chicago Union Railroad, arrives in Babcock’s Grove.

1849    Sheldon Peck’s last 14 portraits on the Smithsonian listing are completed.

184?    John and Charles Peck travel west to California.  Charles sketches what he sees.

1850   1850 census lists Sheldon Peck as portrait painter with real estate of $3000.

1850   Charles Peck paints and exhibits his western sketches, his California Panorama.

18xx   Marriage.  Henry Peck, son of Sheldon, marries Jennie Minkler.  (date uncertain).

1853    Birth.  Frank Peck, 12th child of Sheldon Peck.  Babcock’s Grove.

1854    Marriage.  George Peck, son of Sheldon, marries Sara Sprague.  11/3/1854.

1854    Sheldon Peck advertises as a “decorative painter” in Chicago.

1854   Sheldon Peck has a studio at 71 Lake St., Chicago, Ill.

185x   Charles Peck lives in New Orleans and St. Louis.

1858   Charles Peck lives in Peoria, Ill.

1858   Marriage.  John Peck, son of Sheldon, Mary A. Drake.  11/4/1858.  

1860   Abraham Lincoln elected President of the United States.

1861
The Civil War begins.

1861  
Charles Peck serves as a photographer for Union Army during the Civil War.
1862
The Homestead Act gives public land to settlers.

1863
Marriage:  Susan Peck, daughter of Sheldon, marries Elias F. Goebel.  7/21/1863.

186?
Sheldon Peck does medical illustrations in St. Louis.  (date uncertain)

1866
Marriage:  Abigail Peck, Sheldon’s daughter, marries Levi Castleman.  7/25/1866.

1866    Marriage:  Charles Peck, Sheldon’s son, marries Harriet Shotwell.  10/24/1866.

1866  
Academy of Design in Chicago founded by Charles Peck and L. H. Ford.

186?
Charles Peck’s painting, “Old Fort Dearborn” is exhibited at Russell Gallery.

1868
Death:  Sheldon Peck, 71, of pneumonia.  Estate includes 175 acres.  3/19/1868.

1869
Babcock’s Grove incorporates as Lombard, Illinois, named for Josiah Lombard.

1870
Charles Peck has a studio in St. Louis.

1871
Charles Peck’s Chicago home shelters Academy of Design art from Chicago Fire.

1872    Marriage:  Sanford Peck marries Susan Stover  (1st wife),   8/4/1872.

1873
Sheldon Peck’s will is finally probated.

1876    Harriet Peck orders that the southwest quarter (40 acres) of The Farm (Sheldon

            Peck’s land) be platted into nine lots with a street running through the middle

            (later to be named Hickory).  The lots are then distributed to her children. 

1876    The Castlemans build a house on their Lot 5 (southeast corner of Main and 


Hickory).  This becomes the only house on the nine lots built by any of the Peck 
children.

1879
Marriage:  Frank Peck marries Jennie Barnard (1st wife).  10/6/1879.
18??
The east wing is added to the Sheldon Peck homestead (date uncertain).

1883    Death:  Sanford Peck’s wife, Susan Stover, dies.   11/11/1883.
1884
Death:  John Peck, Sheldon’s oldest son, dies.  11/25/1884.

1885    Marriage:  Sanford Peck marries Elizabeth Dunning (2nd wife).   3/12/1885.

1885   
Frank Peck engages in the general store business for 10 years.  Farm rented.

1887
Death:  Harriet Corey Peck, wife of Sheldon Peck, dies.  4/19/1887.

            The remainder of The Farm is transferred to Sanford and Frank Peck.

1891
Sanford Peck sells 66 acres of The Farm.

1892
The tract is acquired by Thomas W. Stewart who has the land platted as Tower

            Park subdivision.

1895
Frank Peck returns to farming.  (Lombard Spectator, 10/22/1931).
1895  
Charles Peck now lives at 6110 Monroe St., Chicago, Ill. (obit)

1897
Frank Peck marries Ida Mathews (2nd wife).  6/16/1897.

1899
Death:  Charles Peck’s wife, Harriet Shotwell, dies.  4/1899.

1900
Death:  Charles Peck, age 73, dies at 6110 Monroe St., Chicago.  12/10/1900.

1904
Frank Peck plats 1.75 acres on the west side of The Farm, immediately north of 

    
Tower Park, as Peck’s First Subdivision, with eight lots and Craig Avenue


(later Place) running up the middle.
1905
Henry and Jennie Peck sell their entire 96-acre farm to Samuel J. Lumbard.

1909
Death:  Abigail Peck (Mrs. Levi Castleman), dies.  Lombard.  2/12/1909.

1910
West wing (summer kitchen) removed, and east wing becomes kitchen.  


Roof raised and stairway remodeled.


Interior wood paneling removed and material used for wood boxing.


Walls and ceiling plastered.


East wing roofline changed, from gable to hip roof.



Front porch removed.  Replaced with concrete slab and stone pillars.


Rear porch enclosed and 3-over-1 windows installed.

1914
Death:  Henry Peck dies.  Lombard.  3/30/1914.

1919
Death:  Susan Peck (Mrs. Elias F. Goebel) dies.  Lombard.  1/?/1919.

1924
Frank and Ida Peck plat the remainder of The Farm (immediately north of
            Tower Park) as Cambridge Manor subdivision.  In the northeast corner, 4.5 acres

            unsubdivided, is retained around the Peck House; bordering on Elm and

            Lombard.

1927
The Pecks sell more of the Homestead parcel to reduce the lot almost to the size


it is today. The sold land is then subdivided.

1935
Death:  Frank Peck, youngest son of Sheldon Peck, dies 9/15/1935.

1935
The Peck House is left to Alyce Peck Mertz, Frank Peck’s youngest daughter.

1976
Whitney Museum retrospective highlights Sheldon Peck as artist.

1977
Lot immediately west of the Peck House is subdivided from the Homestead parcel

 
by the Mertz family and a new house is built.

1996
Allen Mertz, son of Alyce Peck Mertz, offers house to Lombard Historical 


Society.


Village approves $40,000 to help save the Peck House.


Village Board votes to purchase the Peck property, keeping house on original


Site.

1997
Restoration of the Sheldon Peck Homestead begins in spring of 1997.

1999
Dedication of Sheldon Peck Homestead, August 26.
2000
House opens to the general public in May.

2011    Sheldon Peck Homestead is named a National Park Service “Network to 
Freedom” Site – a verified stop on the Underground Railroad.
